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Detroit Chapter of the American Society of Heating,  
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers.  

Date: 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Location: 

The Detroit Yacht Club 
One Riverbank Road 

Belle Isle, Detroit MI 48207 
(313) 824-1200 

5:00-6:00  Networking 
6:00-7:00  Dinner 
7:00-8:00  Panel Discussion 

Cost:  Members $15 
 Student Members $ 5 
 Guests $30 

Reservations should be made by noon Sep. 13, 
 online at DetroitASHRAE.org or by email to 

reservations@DetroitASHRAE.org 
(please provide company name and membership status) 

Questions should be directed to the 
Reception Committee Chair, Rochelle Moore 

 email: rochellemoore007@gmail.com 
 

Members who send in their RSVP for meetings after the 
deadline will be charged the "non-member rate." "No-shows" 

will be responsible for dinner meeting charges at the 
"member" rate for regular meetings and at the  

"non-member rate" for sponsored meetings. 

September 
Chapter Meeting 

September 
Chapter Meeting 

University Panel Discussion: 

What MEP Engineers Need to Know 

Featuring: 

Tom Girard,  
Manager of Mechanical Engineering, University of Michigan 

Randy Paquette, Senior Dir. of Design & Const. Svcs.,  
Wayne State Univ. 

Other Universities Inviting Pending Response 

The Detroit Yacht Club 
 
The Historic Detroit Yacht 
Club, founded in 1868, is one 
of the oldest and most 
prestigious private clubs in 
North America. The current 
DYC clubhouse, located on a 
private island along the banks 
of the Belle Isle Park in 
Detroit, is of Mediterranean 
design and was completed by 
George Mason in 1922.  

Mr. Mason also designed the Gem Theater, Masonic Temple and 
the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island.  The clubhouse was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2011. 
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From the President’s Desk...  
Kishor Khankari, Ph.D. 

 

 

Dear Fellow ASHRAE Members: 

We are starting new ASHRAE year - 2013:14. I will be serving 
as a President of our ASHRAE Detroit Chapter. I would like to 
thank you all for giving me this opportunity to serve our 
Chapter and our Society. I would also like to congratulate and 
thank our outgoing President, Mark Sedmak, for his excellent 
service to our Chapter. Detroit ASHRAE Chapter won several 
outstanding achievement awards during the last ASHRAE year. 
Please see the listing of awards in this Newsletter. 

I am fortunate to work with talented and dedicated group of 
people serving on the Board, as Committee Chairs, and on 
various committees. Please see the complete listing inside. I 
would like to thank them all for their willingness to serve our 
Society. During this year we are planning various activities to 
create awareness of ASHRAE among HVAC communities and 
promote our membership. We are planning exciting program 
formats for our Chapter meetings. As you can see during our 
first meeting on September 17th we have panel of owners 
representing different academic institutions. This will give us 
an opportunity to bring owners, MEP firms, contractors, and 
vendors together to discuss how to work as an integrated team 
to meet the project goals. 

We are also planning a Student Night 
a t  Lawrence  Tech no log i ca l 
University. These young engineers 
are future of our Society. We would like to create awareness of 
ASHRAE among these young men and women and encourage 
them to start serving our Society at early stages of their careers. 

As all of you know ASHRAE is a Society of volunteers. Your 
commitments and contributions make our programs and 
activities successful. Please be active, get involved, attend our 
Chapter meeting and spread the word among your colleagues 
and friends. Please let Committee Chairs know if you would 
like to serve on any Committee. Please feel free to call me or 
send me an e-mail, if you have any suggestions. 

See you on September 17th. 

With Warm Regards, 

Kishor 
 

 

 

ASHRAE 2013 Annual Conference 
Denver 

At the  
ASHRAE 2013  
Annual Conference 
in Denver: 
J Means, F Walters, D 
Crowe, M Flum,  
M Sedmak, K Khankari 



3 

Region V CRC 2013 Recap 
Derek Crowe 

This year’s Chapters Regional Conference was hosted by 
the Columbus Chapter in Columbus.  In addition to the 
regional business sessions and chapter training 
workshops, we had the opportunity to tour the brand new 
LEED certified Hilton Hotel and dinner at the Ohio 
Historical Center. 

At the Saturday Awards Lunch the Detroit Chapter was 
recognized with the highest PAOE (Presidential Award of 
Excellence) points in the region for our 2012-13 
accomplishments.  The following individuals were also 
recognized: 

Mark Sedmak – Honor Roll, Star, Special Citation, 
POAE Sustainability Plaque 

Kelly Sugg – Research Promotion Full Circle, Silver 
Treasury Ribbon, Goal, High Five, Challenge Goal 

Derek Crowe – Chapter Service Award and Regional 
Award of Merit 

At the 2013 Region V CRC — R Scott, N Stalker, M Sedmak,  
K Khankari, J Means, A McInytre, D Crowe 

The Detroit Chapter will be hosting the 2014 CRC August 7-9, 2014. 

ASHRAE Launches Online Discussion Platform 

Looking to exchange information with your peers about your 
latest project? Then visit the new online ASHRAExCHANGE 
discussion platform. 

Through ASHRAExCHANGE, the Society is providing both 
ASHRAE members and others in the industry with an online 
platform for real-time discussion and information exchange for 
design, construction, operation and support of the built 
environment. 

The platform, at www.ASHRAExCHANGE.org, was launched at 
ASHRAE’s 2013 Annual Conference in Denver. 

“Many ASHRAE members felt there was a need for a place 
where both ASHRAE members and non-members alike can 
freely and openly exchange information focused on the built 
environment,” Spencer Morasch, incoming chair of ASHRAE’s 
Electronic Communications Committee. “The information 
exchange is informal and takes place in real time. So if you 
have a question at 3 a.m. on a Tuesday night, you can post that 
on the ASHRAExCHANGE, and chances are, have a reply 
posted back to you within 24 hours!” 

The platform provides a place for users to post and generate 
discussion on either a general or specific topic. With thousands 
of ASHRAE members and non-members checking the 
ASHRAExCHANGE 24/7, the hope is the online discussions 
will generate plenty of thoughts and comments from many 
knowledgeable people, according to Morasch. 

Anyone with access to the Internet can view posts, comments 
and messages on the ASHRAExCHANGE at any time. No 
registration is necessary, and neither is the need for special 
software, as everything is web-based.  

Users who want to become active participants and be able to 
post both initial messages and responses to posts are required to 
register. 

To ensure that the online discussions are professional and in 
good taste, volunteer moderators are on duty to ensure proper 
use of the ASHRAExCHANGE. Since discussions and posts 
are informal and being made in real time, it is not possible to 
check the technical accuracy of information posted. It is 
expected that the ASHRAExCHANGE will be “self 
correcting,” if there are any technical errors posted, someone 
will post a correction as a reply.  

“However, no one should use any information posted on the 
ASHRAExCHANGE as the basis of a design,” Morasch said. 
“The intention is to help get participants pointed in the right 
direction or open the thought processes.” 

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a building technology society 
with more than 50,000 members worldwide. The Society and its 
members focus on building systems, energy efficiency, indoor 
air quality, refrigeration and sustainability. Through research, 
standards writing, publishing and continuing education, 
ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. 
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This organizational chart 
can also be viewed from the 
Chapter Officers page of the 
Detroit ASHRAE web site 

DetroitASHRAE.org 
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Detroit Chapter Time Capsule 
This is the first of a series of articles celebrating the rich history of our Detroit ASHRAE Chapter, 

chartered in 1916 as the ‘Michigan Chapter’ of the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers (ASHVE). 

By Janice K. Means, PE, LEED AP 
Detroit Chapter Historian 

80 years ago…September 1933 – Members of the Michigan 
Chapter surely celebrated their summer accomplishment at the 
annual first Chapter meeting of the year: the hosting of the 
second of five* ASHRAE (then ASHVE) Society Summer 
Meetings held in Detroit. 

20 years ago…September 21, 1993 – Detroit Yacht Club 
(Membership Night & Technology Awards)   Past President 
Norm Hall passed the gavel to new President Archie Lytle at 
the joint meeting of Detroit ASHRAE and the local chapter of 
the Association of Energy Engineers (AEE).  A survey of local 
engineering firms called for more technical sessions “that will 
have a direct and immediate impact on the younger engineers’.  
Technical Session speaker, Pete Neitzel, VP for Greenheck 
Fan Corp., presented “Fan Fundamentals & System Effects”.  
During dinner, William Harrison of Giffels Associates  
described his Industrial Facilities award-winning entry of the 
Chrysler Central Energy Plant at the Chrysler Technology.  The 
Chapter rooster was still printed as a small book and the 
newsletter came by first class. 

10 years ago…September 16, 2003 – Meadow Brook Hall at 
Oakland University (Technology Awards)   President John 
Cole, PE, who succeeded Alan Deal in leadership of the 
Chapter, expounded about the Great Blackout which occurred 
during the time of the Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) in 
August.  “The HVAC&R industry is both blessed and cursed.”   
He went on to say that with all our blessings of comfort cooling 
and refrigeration, we are cursed that they are taken for 
granted—until something like a blackout happens.  Dinner 
attendees were blessed to hear presentations on four ASHRAE 
Regional level First place TEGA awards:  Peter Basso 
Associates scored a homerun with First Place winning designs 
three categories:  New Institutional Buildings (Saginaw Valley 
State University), Existing Institutional Buildings (West Middle 
School) and Existing Public Assembly Buildings (Ford 
Community & Performing Arts Center).   SmithGroup claimed 
First Place in New Public Assembly (Ford Field). 

* According to Joseph B. Olivieri’s written account, there were 8 ASHVE society meeting hosted in Detroit between 1916 and 1943.  
“A Short History of Region 5 ASHRAE”, p. 18 
 
Sources 
    J. Olivieri. 1992 (approx.). Unpublished paper, “A Short History of Region 5 ASHRAE”. 
    K. Wagner and Anonymous. 1959, 1994, Unpublished paper, “American Society of Heating Refrigerating and Air Conditioning 
Engineers Detroit Chapter History 1916-1994”. 
    P. Dwyer. 1998. Unpublished paper, “The Detroit Chapter 40 years After” 

2013 YEA at Palazzo di Bocce 

YEA members enjoying an evening of fun 
at the Palazzo di Bocce, August, 2013 
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Let’s get some AWARDS!!! 
Nominations Due December 1 and May 1. 

By Paul Prentice 

As Honors and Awards Committee Chairman I am looking for 
a few good chapter members. We all know our chapter is 
blessed with many dedicated and ambitious members who have 
contributed to our chapter for many years and in many ways. 
We also have members who have made great achievements and 
contributions to ASHRAE on a regional and national level.  

Any successful organization has a way of rewarding those who 
contribute to its mission in a meaningful manner – so it is with 
ASHRAE. Our award recipients exemplify the best in 
engineering and engineering technology by continually 
bringing credit to the profession and the Society.  
ASHRAE is proud of the many contributions its men and 
women have made on behalf of the Society and to our industry. 
We encourage you to help us recognize those members who 
deserve to be thanked by nominating them for an appropriate 
award. 

I am hoping you as a chapter member can give me some 
member names for a couple awards that I’m sure we have 
candidates for. From there I will contact the person and get with 
him /her to help complete the necessary data to submit an entry 
to ASHRAE. Deadlines are throughout the year but please call 
me as soon as possible. Feel free to nominate yourself if you 
qualify. 

Our Detroit Chapter Distinguished Service Award 
Nominees for this award will have given generously of their 
time and talents in a variety of different ways over an extended 
period of time. This is a chapter level award and a member is 
nominated by any other Detroit Chapter member with 
nominations brought to the chapter board of governors for final 
decision. Nominations are due to the board by January 8th. 
Award will be presented at the Past Presidents Meeting. 

Some of the many ASHRAE Society awards are the following 
(with due dates): 

Fellow – (December 1st) 
Award honors ASHRAE members who have attained 
distinction in the fields of heating, refrigeration, air 
conditioning, ventilation or the allied arts and sciences through 
invention, research, teaching, design, original work, or as an 
engineering executive on projects of unusual or important 
scope. The individual must have made substantial contributions 
and have been a full grade member in good standing for at least 
10 years prior to the date of their election.  

Distinguished Service Award – (May 1st) 
Recognizes members of ASHRAE who have served the Society 
faithfully and with distinction on committees or otherwise 
given freely of their time and talent on behalf of the Society (15 
service points are required). 

Exceptional Service Award – (May 1st) 
Recognizes members who have served 
the Society faithfully and with 
exemplary effort, far in excess of 
that  required for  the 
Distinguished Service award 
(45 service points are 
required). The individual 
must have been a full grade 
Member for a minimum of ten 
(10) years and a past recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award 

Louise and Bill Holladay Distinguished Fellow Award  – 
(May 1st) 
This award honors Fellows of the Society for continuing 
preeminence in engineering or research work. 

ASHRAE Award for Distinguished Public Service – 
(December 1st) 
This award recognizes ASHRAE members who have performed 
outstanding public service in their community, and in doing so, 
have helped to improve the public image of the engineer.  

Milton W. Garland Award 
Past Chapter Refrigeration Committee Chair who has done 
outstanding work in promoting refrigeration at the Chapter 
level. 

Student Activities Achievement Award 
Chapter Student Activities Chairman who has contributed to the 
goals and growth of student activities at all levels. 

Several other awards are offered by society and can be seen on 
the ASHRAE website. 
https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/honors--
awards/ashrae-honors-and-awards-program 

This link also include instructions on how to nominate and the 
application forms. 

Please call or e-mail me as soon as possible so we can get our 
members nominated. Don’t be bashful, nominate yourself if 
you’d like. I can get you all the requirements needed to figure 
out if you or another member is a candidate. 

ASHRAE Honors and Awards Committee Staff Liaison – Rosy 
Douglas (rdouglas@ashrae.org) 

Paul Prentice pprentice@deppmann.com (248)354-3710 
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Handbooks Requested for Student Members 
By Janice Means 

YOU can have a positive impact on the future of 
ASHRAE simply by donating ASHRAE 
Handbooks to student members!  

Kindly bring 21st century handbooks (and other 
related books) to the next meeting.   

2013 ASHRAE Golf Outing Recap 
By Paul Joliat 

The 2013 ASHRAE Golf Outing was held on a beautiful clear June 
3rd at the Red Run Golf Club in central Royal Oak, Michigan.  This 
year’s outing featured over 156 golfers battling down to the final 
hole for the right to be crowned 2013 Champion.  This year’s 
champion was team Thermal-Netics, captained by Rick Sutkiewicz, 
and including Peter Hellekjaer, Jason Izbicki and Mike 
Dulimba.  Special thanks go out to Jillian Joliat for her 
registration volunteerism and 50/50 ticket sales.  
Thanks to Jillian and Kevin Rucinski for manning the 
check-in table as well!  

The real winners at the 2013 outing were ASHRAE 
and the Wounded Warrior Project. We were able to 
raise over $16,000.00 for these very worthwhile 
causes.  Special thanks to our many sponsors.  
Without their assistance, the outing would be dull, 
boring and would raise no money! 

Platinum Sponsor: Michigan Air Products 

Gold Sponsor: Greenheck Fan Corporation 
 Controlled Dehumidification 
 ThermalNetics 
 R. L. Deppman 
 D. J. Conley 

Silver Sponsor: ABB 
 Price Critical Controls 
 Merrill Lynch 
 MCMI 
 Kendall Electric 
 Big Ass Fans 
 Bennett Holland 

Bronze Sponsors: Quality Air Service 
 ExFil 
 Trane 

Sponsors: Fontanesi & Kahn 
 Sarmento Mechanical Sales 
 K. L. McCoy 
 Johnson Controls  

 

D Sczomak, D Englehart, B Runde, P Joliat 

Suggestions for the 2014 outing included online registration 
and limits on the number of foursomes.  If you are interested in 
working on the 2014 golf outing committee, or have any 
suggestions for the 2014 outing, please e-mail 
paul.joliat@michiganair.com. We are looking for 3-4 
committee members to assist with signage, gift bags and 
donation solicitation. Please consider getting involved in 
ASHRAE by serving on the golf committee. 

The Fundamentals and the Applications 
handbooks are in particular demand.  Simple 
place them in the empty boxes at the sign-in 
table.  If you want a receipt for your kind 
donation, please e-mail Janice Means at 
jmeans@ltu.edu.  Our student members 
greatly appreciate your generosity! 


